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PREFACE; 


NE prffers of adminiſtration were ex- 

ceedingly active, about the ſixth inſtant, 
(when the penalty of 20l. attached on wearing 
hair-powder without a certificate) in trumpet- 
ing through the miniſterial papers, that upwards 
of 11,000]; had been received, within the pre- 
ceding day or two, at the certificate office in 


Somerlſet-place, and 4, oool. at the office in 


Lombard-ſtreet. Though theſe ſums make but | 
a ſmall progreſs towards the eftzmate, in the Mi- 


niſter's Budget, of the produce of the tax, the 
' reaſons of their falling in at the time above 
mentioned, is too obvious to remark, and was 
too mean to have been made a handle of for 
boaſting. 


But why were not the miniſterial puffers 


equally active toacquaint the public—what ſums 
B - were 


vi RREFACE. 


were received for hair-powder certificates, at 
different intervals between the 5th of May 
(when the act, ſtrictly ſpeaking, commenced) 
and the 5th inſtant, or what had been the ſum 
total received, at the two offices ſpecified, during 
the whole of that month ? Their filence on 
theſe heads gave room for ſuſpicion, that the 
tax, on its very outſet, fell far ſhort of expec- 
tation, and induced the writer of the ſubſequent 
pages to become active in his own euquiries 
into the ſubject. 


From fome fortunate connections and oppor- 
tunities he aſcertained circumſtances, ſtated 
in this publication, and which he preſumes to 
think, may aſſiſt in enabling the public to form 
a tolerable judgment of the degree of produce 
and exiſtence, which ſo very extraordinary æ 
tax is likely to experience—at leaſt ſuch is the 
wiſh and hope of their humble ſervant 
| THE AUTHOR. 
London, Fune 17, 1795s + 
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HAIR-DRESSERS IN GENERAL, &c. 


* * 


GENTLEMEN=—PROFESSERS 
OF THE ART—CAPITAL. 


\ S the miniſter hath un-dreſſed, by his 
hair-powder tax, the heads of nine tenths 
of the good people of this country—cares not 
a ſixpence for the heads of all the katr-dreſſers 
in the kingdom—and would, no doubt, be cord- 
ally inclined to clap the head of the preſent 
humble writer into a ſtring or the pillory, 
by all the principles of retaliation it is fair to 
attempt to give his head as complete a dreſſings 
as law and art will admit. 


Ba That 


CSI 
That this miner ſhould not heſitate, by his 


late extraordinary tax, to form his principal 
attack againſt the heads of the FAIR sEx (inaſ- 
much as 4 %% is more pecularly their ſtudy 
and element) 15 not much to be wondered at; 
ſince it is ſo notoriouſly known that he is 
equ Illy unwilling and unable to aſſail them in 
a leſs expoſed quarter—or, according to the 
witticiſn of the manly SYHERIDAN—* that all 
ſuch matters are utterly unintelligible to him.“ 
Never, never will our mighty financier ab- 
ſent himſelf from parliament through the in- 
fluence or attraction of a honey-moon—never, 
never open a connubial budget never, never 
perform the duties (even like a brother miniſ- 
ter) of the home department.“ 


But that the miniſter ſhould venture to at- 
tack the heads of MEN, is indeed a matter af 
ſome ſurpriſe; ſince another ſort of conſtitu- 
tional firgiduty induces him, like Ulyſſes of 
old, to prefer combating (in perſonal aſſail- 
ments) with worde, rather than engage with 
zveapons of a more dangerous conſtruction:— 
or, to ſpeak more ſuitably with the ſtile of our 
preſent ſubject he would much rather pay a 

: thouſand 
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thouſand guinea- tax to uſe hair potuder, than 
have his nerves ſhook, in conteſt out of par- 
liament, with the horrible found and concuſ- 
ſion of powder of an oppoſite colour. In good 
truth, the miniſter poſſeſſes ſo much #h:/9/0- 
Phy, on all occaſions of perſonal af/ault, that 
with true chriſtian patience and reſignation he 
ſubmits to and bears, for the public good, the 


molt pointed invective that can be levelled at 
him. | 


But the miniſter, perhaps, was willing to 
try, by way of experiment, how patiently alſo 
the males would ſuffer a twig by the Hari 
not actually by his own hand (for that even 
his favorite port, drank to nebrity, would not 
rouſe in him ſufficient ſpirit to do) but virtually 
by the operation of an act of parliament, as the 
prelude to a poll-tax, that may involve every 
head in the kingdom. Another year's conti- 
nuance of the preſent bleſſed war, will ſhow 
this to be more than a chimerical idea—and 
render the adoption of {till more extraordinary 
ways and means an abſolute work of neceſſity 

for ſupporting it. 


Wearing 


( 10) 5 
Wearing powder was ſtiled a luxury by the 


Miniſter's majority- men — ſo is waſhing the 


face and ſhaving the beard—and an the very 
ſame principle, therefore, may, and moſt pro- 
bably will become objects of taration, ſhould 
the ſinancier ſtill remain an obſtinate enemy to 
peace. Mr. Fox gave ſome oppoſition to the 
hair-powder bill but ſhould the luxuries of face 
waſhing and ſhaving be propoſed to be. taxeds 
it is to be feared Charles will feel no naturat 
inclination to reſiſt the motion —eſpecially as 
his good friends the Jraelites make as little 
uſe as himſelf of foap or the razor.—If kings 
miniſters could be allowed to poſſeſs any prin- 
ciple of the old faſhioned monitor conſcrence, 
there might be ſome hope, indeed, that the. 


luxury of ſhaving might eſcape the financiers 


fang, from a full conviction, that he has well 
nigh cloſe: ſuaved the whole nation already. 


There is a tax, however, often ſuggeſted i 
our powder-plotting helmſman, and that uns 
doubtedly would prove productive in more 
ſenſes than one, to which he. conſtantly turns a 
deaf ear—T mean a tax on backelors. At an 
era, when the moſt bloody and impolitic of 

war 
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wars has ſo dreadfully thinned the ranks of 
our armies, an increaſed ſtimulus to marriage 
is abſolutely expedient for recruiting the heavy 
loſs. Our PriNCE, indeed, hath ſet the ex- 
ample—but he muſt be a wiſe ſtateſman who 
can perſuade the Miniſter to ſecond it !—or de- 
viſe any ſtimulus that can poſſibly prick him 
on to attempt to raiſe matrimonial recruits. 
Reflecting therefore, moſt probably, that if he 
propoſed from his budget a bill for taxing 
backelors, he would be naturally ſubjected to 
a thouſand ſarcaſms on the occaſion ; he of 
coutſe is hoſtile to a mode of revenue, which 
he is certain muſt ever prove a tax on himſelf, 
and which is ſo inimical to his own conffitu- 
tional antipathies. 


If it be true, according to a trite obſerva- 
tion,.“ that people's ears tingle, when others, 
out of company, are talking of them,” the Mi- 
hiſter's head, dreſſed or undreſſed, ſleeping or 
waking, muſt unremittingly experience it. 
And if ſuch ſenſations of a ringing in the ears, 
can convey any ſympathetic ideas of the na- 
ture of ſuch abſent diſcourſe, he muſt everlaſt- 
' ingly be impreſſed with ſounds very remote to 
' thoſe 
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thoſe of bigſings on his head, or Prayers for 
his proſperity.—From the thouſands, whom he 
has compelled to take out certificates for 
the liberty of wearing powder, it cannot ra- 
tionally be ſuppoſed a fingle bleſſing has been 
extended him; becauſc, in temporal matters, 
neither prayers nor bleſſings are beſtowed, 
when they are expenſive to the donor. 


But not ſo is the caſe reſpecting ebullitions 
of diſſatisfaction and reſentment, The my- 
riads, who have been excluded, by the opera- 
tion of the 20l. penalty, from appearing (in 
their own opinions at leaſt) as neat, clean, 
handſome and attractive, as when they wore 
powder, will to a man, woman and child— 
ſingle or married—old or young, vent execra- 
tions at the author of ſo malicious a tax. It 
may not be unentertaining, perhaps, to conſider 
for a moment, what ſort of puniſhment va- 
rious claſſes of the community, that are thus 
deprived of their accuſtomary ſtile of dreſs, 
would be likely to inflict on the Miniſter, had 
they both the opportunity and power. 


Cerey 
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Such grey heads, as cannot now afford to hide 
the ravages of time, will naturally wiſh him all 
the wrinkles and infirmities of age—Red heads 
(though golden locks of yore were deemed 
moſt beautiful) would willingly ſet the Miniſ- 
ter's powdered head in a blaze—The whole 
body of half pay officers, for the odious excep- 
tion he has made, by ſubjectiug them to the 
penalty, though ſo much leſs able to pay the 
tax than officers on full pay, who are ex- 
empted from it, would have little heſitation 
to reſume their lain- up piles, and falute 
him, feelingly, with their points — hun- 
dreds of clerks, who muſt wear powder, or be 

diſcharged from employ in offices under go- 
vernment, would level, if they dared, the whole 
artillery of their pens, pounce boxes, and ink- 
ſtands at his ſconce - mantua makers and mil- 
liners, who erſt, on a Sunday, were wont to 
appear, ſo lady- lite about the head, would 
gladly transfix him with their ᷣins and bodkins 
—apothecaries apprentices doſe him with jallap 
—taylors give him gooſe—ſhoemakers plunge 
their aw!l, up to the hilt, in his b——,—duſt- 
men and ſcavengers flog him at their cart's tail 
—chimney ſweeps, erſt ſo powdered on May 
* day, 


( 14 ) 
day, buffet him with their ſoot-bags—chamber 


maids toſs him in a blanket—waiters chuck 
him out of a tavern window, and forget to 
charge him in the bill—and as to the whole 
fraternity of kazr-drefſers, they would, indiſ- 
putably, have as great right to attempt to blind 
him with the duſt of their powder-puffs, as he 
has endeavoured, for many years, to throw duſſ 


into the eyes of all the good people of old 
England, 


Thouſands of curſes will monthly, week- 
ly, daily and hourly be poured forth, in all 
quarters. of the kingdom, againſt this ſame 
powder-taxing Miniſter.—If a lover, unable to 
pay the gainca, is diſcarded by his miſtreſs for 
not appearing in her eyes ſo agreeable as here- 
tofore, he will ſwear that it was for want of 
having his hair dreſſed with powder, and 
d—mn the Miniſter accordingly,—If a doctor, 
willing to fave the guinea, finds his phyſical 
conſequence decline, he will attribute it to 
wearing an unpowdered wig, and curſe the 
Miniſter moſt heartily.—If a magiſtrate, not 
finding it agreeable to his conſcience to en- 
courage, in his own perſon, the tax for the 

ſupport 
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ſupport of the war, feels his dignity and reſpect 
leſſened, he will naturally aſcribe it to the diſ- 
uſe of powder, and vent execration upon exe- 
cration againſt the Miniſter. In ſhort—thou- 
ſands of miſcarriages in life will be put down, 
right or wrong, to perſonal conſequence being 
leſſened from inconveniency to conform to 
the tax; and of courſe as many anathemas le- 
velled at the Miniſter's head, as ever a fope of 
Rome thundered againſt infidels. 


From the conſtitutional antipathy, above 
intimated, of our powder-plotter towards the 
fair ſex, there is much reaſon to ſyppoſe, that 
this attack of fei heads was deſigned inten- 
tionally from other motives, than that of proy- 
ing a productive article of revenue. But be 
this as it may, clear it is, that the female part 
of the community are far more principally af- 
feed by the tax than the men; fince on the 
embelliſhments of dreſs, which are afliduouſly 
{tudied and practiced for the ends of rendering 
nature's charms more attractive, women reſt 
ſo eſſential a part of their ſucceſs and happineſs 
in life in their attainment of huſbands. This 
is ſo undeniable a fact, that althou gh many 

C3 ladies 
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ladies become ſlatterns after marriage, they are 
exceedingly attentive to cultivate all the allure- 
ments of dreſs, and to appear, to uſe a com- 
mon phraſe, ** #owdered up to the eyes,“ in 
the preſence of their admirers, before the 
happy knot is tied, 


Beſides, as there is an univerſal rage known 
to reign among the female world for appearing 
in the faſh:on, and that too from the throne to 
the cottage, the obſtructing nine tenths of wo- 
men from indulging in a ſtile of drefs, which 
they conceive renders them more captivating, 
was equally cruel and malicious in the Miniſ- 
ter. He ought to be content, one ſhould think, 
in having plenty of foes, railers, and condemn- 
ers among the men — but to make, for the fore- 
going reaſons, almoſt all the women in the na- 
tion his enemzes too, is a ſituation to which no 
wiſe man, much leſs a gallant one, could ever 
with to reduce himſelf, 


As the Miniſter does not frequent women's 
company, it is but charitable, therefore, to in- 
form him that the katr-powder tax has abſo- 
lutely rendered him an object of deteſtation by 


the 
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the ſex in general, The following is a ſpecimen 


of the ejaculations of rage, which are, no doubt, 
daily vented againſt him in various ſhapes, and 
infinite in number, by thoſe ill- treated fair 
ones, who are either unable or unwilling to 
pay the tax. 


Mercy on us, ſiſter Fanny, how horrible 
% e look without powder I cannot bear to 
* view myſelf in the glaſs!—Loſt to our own 
* admiration, how can we longer hope to at · 
tract the eyes, and rivet the hearts of men! 
«© —O Fanny, never ſhall we get huſbands an 
account of this abominable powder-bill/— 
* may all the plagues in Egypt fall on the 
& head of the odious Miniſter that deviſed it.“ 
— Ay ”——ſubjoined Fanny——*<* And if 
% ever a woman, to ſave kts character, he 
mean enough to marry him, may he be hor- 
“ nified by every powdered fop of his ac- 
« quaintance!” ? | 


The above, it may fairly be concluded, is 
but one of the many thouſand execrations, 
hourly ejaculated throughout the kingdom at 
him, who has un-powdered ſuch an infinity of 

heads, 
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heads. As for the immenſe multitude of hair. 
dreſſers, whom his act hath reduced, as well 
as their families to beggary, that is a conſidera- 

tion which fits very eaſy on the heart of the 
Miniſter, while he is feaſting, from an accu- 
mulation of places, on the fat of the land—or 
rather on the hard earnings of the induſtrious, 
groaning under a load of freſh taxes for ſup- 


' porting a moſt bloody and ruinous war. But 
when the cup of miniſterial oppreſſion is full, 
from ſtill more taxes, for a ſtill further conti- 
nuation of the war, and that conſummation 
takes place, which thouſands can foreſee, with- 
' qut meriting the imputation of mad prophets, 
the body of Harm-prESERs, reſpectable both 
from number and profeſſion, will not be the 
laſt deſcription, moſt likely of the people, who 
will forget their ſufferings and the gratitude 
they owe the poll-taxing financier. 


But it is time to have done dreſfing the Mi- 
niſter's head, and to advert to what is likely 
to be the fate of the hair-powder tax, in point 
of produce and exiſtence.— And here I ſhall not 


: heſitate to ſay, from ſome internal facts which 


have come to my knowledge, that notwith- 
8 ſtanding 
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ſtanding all the external artifices made uſe of, 
—and all the newſpaper puffs, in the miniſ- 
terial prints, to induce the public to believe 
the tax exceedingly productive, and of courſe 
popular, that it is in reality in a much leſs 
proſperous ſtate than repreſented, and fore- 
bodes, from alarming ſymptoms, to be ex- 
tremely ſhort lived. 


Some of the proſtituted prints have had the 
effrontery to aſſert, that above 3oo, oool. has 
already been received from the tax—and that 
double that ſum will be the produce of it,— 
The latter part of this aſſertion is ſtamped with 
the word LIE on the very face of it—from the 
obvious reaſon, that four-fifths, at leaſt, of 
thoſe who intended to pay the tax, neceſſarily 
took out their certificates prior to the fifth 
inſtant, when the penalty of the act was to 
commence. Therefore by far the moſt prin- 
cipal amount of the tax would aſſuredly be re- 
cieved before and not after ſuch commence- 
ment; for as to the ſubſequent bill, which has 
paſſed, allowing further time to take out cer- 
tificates, that matter was not publicly known 
to be in contemplation on the 5th inſtant, and 

e of 
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of courſe could have no operation to induce 
delay. 


No abſurdity, then, can be more groſs to 
ſuppoſe, nor lie more palpable to aſſert, than 
that the ſum likely to be received, after the. 
date, when the public underſtood the penalty 
to have commenced, will double the ſum re- 
teived antecedent to it. 


But the additional af, allowing further 
time to obtain certificates, is one of the ſtrong 
ſymptoms, that the tax is riot of ſo hale a con- 
ſtitution as the ſtate phy/ficran would make us 
believe. One of the tontine artiſices, on ſur- 
vivotſhip ſchemes, to take in more dupes, is to 
Hue new advertiſements for prolonging the 
time of clofing the ſubſcription—that is—ſub- 
{cribers not having been ſo numerous as they 
expected within the firſt announced period, the 
Jchemers extend the date to entice more gud- 
geons to their net. —Equally gracious is our 
hoꝛuder- plotter by allowing further time to 
obtain certificates —Methinks I hear him ſay 
== Walk in, ladies and gentlemen, and depoſit 


your guinea—for thou gh you were threatened 
with 
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with a heavy penalty, for violating the act 
after the 5th inſtant, no door ſhall be now open 


to informers until the 24th of July—So pray 
be ſo kind, condeſcending, and obliging as to 
think better of my tax become a to 
it and take out certificates. | 


It is a manquure with one or two theatrical 
characters, whom the author has heard of, 
when they iſſue their box benefit tickets, to 
commence numbering of them with 300—in- 
ſtead of No. 1—by this ſtroke of policy, the 
perſon who gets the firſt ticket iſſued—viz.— 
No. 300, is induced to believe, that the night 
of performance will be brilliantly attended, 
from 300 box tickets having already (in ap- 
pearance) been diſpoſed of—and promulgates it 
accordingly to the benefit and credit of the 
party concerned; 


It is ſhrewdly ſuſpected, from fame « circum- 
ſtances, which cannot be mentioned, conſiſt- 
ently with confidence repoſed, that more than 
one clerk, in iſſuing air powder certificates, 
has (by order) adopted the above man@euvre— 
and commenced numbering with 10,001.— 


D Mr. 


( 22 ) 


Mr. Editor, therefore, of a government print, 
(who, as one of the miniſterial corps, is ex- 
pected to wear powder, and pay his guinea) 
noticing that the number of his certificate ex- 
ceeds TEN THOUSAND, forms, in conſequence, 
a wonderful opinion of the produce of the tax, 
Then calculating that there are at leaſt thirty 
clerks employed in the principal offices in Lon- 
don for iſſuing hazr powder certificates, and 
multiplying eack of their account books by 
10,000 (without having the leaſt idea of the 
manæuvre above intimated) conceives 300, oool. 
to have been already received from the tax, 
in the metropolis, and that double the fum will 
acrue from it, when the offices throughout the 
kingdom make their returns. Under this im- 
preſſion, or rather deception, from artifices 
practiced to impoſe on public credulity, puffs 
upon pu are daily vented through the miniſ. 
terial prints, in order to induce a belief, that, 


the tax is no leſs productive than popular. 


But with juſter confidence can the writer of 
theſe pages advance, on the credit of a very 
re ſpectable acquaintance, who is recently re- 
turned from a canſiderable tour through the 

| kingdom, 
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kingdom, that in ſeveral principal cities and 
country towns, not one in an hundred of the 
inhabitants now wear powder and that in the 
lefler towns, pariſhes, and villages, ſcarce any 
encourage the tax, excepting thoſe that hold 
official employments under government, fuch 
as magiſtrates, revenue officers, &c. 


From ſome opportunities of aſcertaining the 
fact, the writer can further advance, that the 
receipts hitherto in five counties, and they not 
the ſmalleſt, do not altogether amount to 
1 5,000/.—So that if the other counties of the 
kingdom are to be rated on a ſimilar ſcale, the 
tax will fall much ſhort of the ſanguine expec- 
tations of the Miniſter and his ſatellites and 
its reign, of courſe, likely to be a very ſhort 
one. 


But there is a conſideration that will very 
materially operate, in point of drawback from 
the produce of this tax — and that is the great 
dimunition of the revenue ariſing from the 
quantity of hair-powder and perfumes, uſed 
prior to the late extraordinary tax, above that 
which is conſumed fince the paſſing of it. It 

15 
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8 not too much to ſay—that the decreafs of 
Auties on thoſe articles will, at leaſt, be as fen 


to one.—In proof of this, is the notoriety what 
immenſe quantities of katr=powder and per- 
fumes have already come to the hammer—par- 
ticularly at ſome late auctions at Robins's rooms, 
Covent-garden —when thoſe articles were 
' conſidered to be now ſuch drugs, as to ſell for 
two-thirds under what was their value antecedent 
to the late act. I his drawback, therefore, will 
be a weighty one, and muſt render the new 
hair-powder tax infinitely leſs productive than 
at firſt conceived, and more and more operate 
againſt an extenſion of its exiſtence, 


I ſhall conclude this addreſs with the follow - 
ing obſervations. To tax hair-powder, heavily 
in the firſt inſtance, as an article of conſumption, 
and then more heavily tax the uſe of it, was 

reſerved to crown the deeds of our immaculate 
Miniſter —On this new principle of effecting 
ways and means to ſupport the war, we ſhall 
next, perhaps, not only pay the duty on candles, 
but have an act of parliament ordaining a tax 
of a guinea per annum, on each family, for 
liberty to burn tiem.— not only pay the duties 


on 
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on tea, coffee, &c. but a guinea alſo per annum 
for liberty to drink them, This mode of tax- 
ation may be carried on ad inſinitum, for the 
liberty of u/ing a thouſand various articles of 


conſumption already taxed, if the Swine 
Multitude,” will hereafter ſubmit to groan 
under ſtill further burthens and afflictions, 
which the obſtinacy, preſumption, ignorance, 
and corrupt influence of the moſt profligate of 
M-—— may dare to heap on a long abuſed 
nation, 


Jam, Gentlemen, &c. 


A ROUND, HEAD, 
en, Tung 17, 17954 


. * 
©. a 0 4 
_ . 
- : 4 
[4 
* ® . 
. * 
* - - 
— 
Z A | 
. n — 
wo &-.% 4 
- 
if 
4 = 
of oy . 
— * 
1 E 
: * 
= - 
5 1 
4 q 
: 4 : 
- 
4 . 
1 =- 
- * 
9 - » 


= 
. 
a 
k. _ 
0 % * 
vo F 
4 ' 
_- \ 
a, FLV 24; 
— — 
3 
* 
% FS 
* 
* 1 
S * > « » S 
1 


20 
- 
* 
- 

. 

* 


* 

1 
2 
- 

o 

- 

"+ £ 


8 


* 


8 
1 = , * . we 'N A *z+ 
Te” 
\ | , b 81 
0 YN 4 T7 2 n. 
. <p Tos * ? | ag 4 « 
: 2 TY. 2 
5 9 by vt 1 = * 
* iz x - — 4 * 
* hy * oy 
r A 
5 0 . 1 
NR PS og 
0 Jn * : be 6 - 
2 5 
8 * 
” 44" ; 2 : 


* . 
8 
= _ 
1 1 ; 
"a 
3 N 
— = 1 * 


